
DATE: June 24, 2020 
RE: COVID-19 latest update at St. Clare 
 
 
Dear St. Clare Parishioners: 
 
I hope and pray that you and yours are safe and well during this difficult time. 
 
On June 19th, I received a letter from Bishop George Sheltz, our Auxiliary Bishop and Chancellor, 
speaking on behalf of Cardinal DiNardo. The letter expresses his sincerest appreciation for our 
diligence in adhering to the State of Texas and CDC guidelines for reopening our churches for the 
celebration of public Masses. The letter also states a deep concern for the recent, significant 
increase in the number of positive COVID-19 cases and the need for hospitalizations in both the 
State of Texas and, in particular, the greater Houston area. Therefore, the Archdiocese strongly 
discourages “the resumption of parish activity, other than the celebration of Mass, via livestream 
or in person with the appropriate safeguards, or [in addition, other than] reopening an essential 
childcare program pursuant to an approved operating plan. . . . We want to make it clear that this 
is NOT the time to open your parish facilities for in-person meetings and other parish activities. 
We encourage you to continue using the teleconference options to conduct meetings and 
gatherings of groups.” 
 
Here at St. Clare we take seriously the authoritative guidance from the Archdiocese, and so all 
group meetings and other parish activities must now take place virtually, until we are permitted 
otherwise. 
 
At the same time, we will try to continue to provide a safe and comfortable space for those who 
choose to participate in the Holy Eucharist in person, which is still only permitted by the 
Archdiocese at 25% capacity. In addition, because the weather is getting hotter, and because the 
sun at the 5:30 pm Mass on Sunday shines right into our worship space, we are moving the time 
of this Mass—which is the least attended—to 7:00 am on Sundays. 
 
Therefore, beginning this weekend, June 27-28, our Mass & Reconciliation schedule will change 
to the following: 
 

1. Weekend Masses: 
 

• Saturday (vigil Mass): 4:30 pm 

• Sunday: 7:00 am & 9:00 am 
 

2. Daily Mass continues at 8:30 am, Monday through Friday 
3. All Masses, except the 7:00 am Mass on Sunday, will continue to be livestreamed 
4. Sacrament of Reconciliation: will change to every Thursday, 6:00 – 7:00 pm, beginning 

on July 2nd 
 



If you wish to come to Mass or Reconciliation in person, please adhere to the State of Texas, CDC, 
and Archdiocesan guidelines. By being safe, you are showing charity to others: 
 

1. wear a mask 
2. practice 6-feet physical distancing 

 
Finally, if you come to the weekend Mass, you will have three options for where to sit: 
 

1. Open-air seating in the Narthex 
2. Air-conditioned seating in the Parish Hall 
3. Sit in your car in the RED zone of the parking lot.  If you do not want to sit in the narthex 

or the parish hall, you can sit in your car in the RED zone parking lot, and either 
livestream the Mass, or listen to the Mass on the outdoor speakers. Holy Communion 
will be brought to you in your car. 

 
My clergy and staff at St. Clare will continue to monitor developments and follow Archdiocesan 
guidelines.  As such, we will inform you when we are allowed to resume parish programs, 
meetings, and activities on site.  Let us continue to pray for one another and all those impacted 
by COVID-19. 
 
Thank you very much for your understanding. Please feel free to share this update with your 
family and friends, and stay safe, stay healthy, and stay connected. 
 
 
Peace in Christ, 
Father Vincent Nguyen 
 


